Good Evening Major Steve Parish and council members ofthe Town of Ajax, my name
15 Lavanya Patlimanathan I am an active yvouthmember of Tanal Cultural and Acadenmc Society
of Durtham and very proudto address this presentation to you on behalf o fthis well- known
organization TCASDhasbeen given great commnmuaty supporters since 2008, andwe are
thankfil to Durtham for providing us with ongoing support overthe many vears.

The purpose of Tanml Henta ge Month Cultural Festivalis to educate not only the Tanml
population but the general public, children and vouth about our native geographic location
societal values religion, culture, and tradition By hosting this event and inviting the Tanuls
Iving throughout the Durhamregion, aswell asministers of parhament fromall four cities,
councillors, mayors, andtheir staffto this event, we hope to firther educate the citizens of
Durham on our beawutiful Tanul hentage.

This 1z an excellent opporturaty for the Tanml Cultural and Acadenue Society of Durham
to promote ther orgamzation mingle with Tamul citizens newto the area, connect andnetwork
with other Tamuil Associations andbusinesses. Inthe process, TCASD hopesto create respect
mutual understanding, and beneficial relationships with many Tamals as well aswith those who
Ive m the Durham conmmmity.

Itis ourhope to create an opporturnty for Dutham Tamls to come together and celebrate

the Tamil culture with the people of Durham We, who resides in Durham must bear in mind that

these mitiatives are aimed atpromoting cultural understanding in our society asit is essential for
a commnmmity to be aware of srounding cultures and traditions.

Tamulzshave a great tradition ofhentage and culture that developedover 2,000 vears ago
and still continues to flounsh today. We must bnng our beautiful history nto the imelight and
continue to promeote andpreserve the Tanmlhentage.

Every yvear TCASD chooses a topic mwhich we focus on. This vear TCASD has decided
to focus onthe famous Tanul poet and author, Thiruvalluvar. His work 1z well known throughout
the Tarmil commumity andin many countnes across the world. One ofhis most famous
contnbutions to Tamul hterature 1z the Thiukkural known asthe “Scared Couplets™ It canbe
considered a guide forhuman morals and the betterment ofhife. There are three sections mthe
Thirukkural. The first section, Aram,_ states good ethical behaviowrs expected by oneself. The
second section, Porul, discusses the nght manner n which the govermment and society should
behawve. The final section, Kaamam explams the love between men, women and all. Intotal, the
Thirukkural contains 1330 couplets, which are broken down nto mary chapters.

The beauty ofthe Thirukkaral can be translatedinto many otherlanguages andcanbe
relatable to all. Before Ileave, I wouldlike to recite a few lines from the Thimaklural to show
yvouhow graceful and hypnotic they are:

Lowveless people hold everything to themselves.

Thoze, who are filled with love, bear even their hones for others.
Like Life 1z Iinked to the flesh,

Lowveis ntegral to life.

Lowve yields affectionfor all,

which leads to mvaluable fnendships.
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